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What’s so special about Christmas?

Unwrappping a present can be challenging at times. The difficulty is in separat-
ing the wrapping from the gift given. All that ribbon, fancy paper, tape, bows and
packaging.

The same can be said of Christmas. There is a lot of noise, so much glitter, shin-
ing lights, decorating, shopping, parties and celebration. And while nice to look at
and to take in, we can actually miss out on the gift being given.

Yet a simple look at the name that marks this season provides a giant clue to the
“present” to be unwrapped under all the tinsel and busyness. The important word
in Christmas is “Christ” — the Christ. It is a title, and it means Anointed One,
Saviour, Messiah. The reference is to Jesus Christ, whom the Bible describes in
many ways, one of which is as “the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the
world.” That description of someone, “who takes away the sin of the world, puts
the celebration of a baby’s birth into a whole new light.

This is no ordinary baby, and Christmas is no ordinary time of year.

We live in a world that is not the way it is supposed to be. While there is much
beauty, there is also much that troubles us. If you read the newspaper or watch the
news there is more than enough to unsettle us — to rob us of peace. We don’t even
have to go as far as the news. We see conflict up front in our communities, in our
neighbourhoods, in our relationships, and in our lives. The reason is because of a
three letter word — sin. Sin is conflict with God. Christmas is the key to true peace,
to restoration with God. God literally became man. His birth was his entrance into
our humanity. He lived perfectly, in obedience to God’s law, loving both His Fa-
ther (God) and his neighbour. His birth points back to a promise God made when
humankind fell from grace. The importance of Christmas is summed up in a carol
we might hear at this time of year: “Come Oh Long expected Jesus, born to set
Your people free; from our fears and sins release us, let us find our rest in You.”
That’s what Jesus, the Christ, did for all who believe in Him. He releases us from
the punishment that we deserve, and all who believe this can rest in Him.

If you are restless, unsettled, looking for meaning in life and the meaning to life,
it is here, in Jesus Christ. The beauty of Christmas is not so much in the gifts that
last for a time and then fade away. The best gift is wrapped up in Jesus Christ. It’s
the gift of salvation, and it lasts for eternity. This gift is for you. For free. Are you
interested? We would be glad to share this gift, and help unwrap the rest of the

story, with you. .
May you have a blessed Christmas!
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